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i6o On a SUBTERRANEOUS 

No. XIX. 

NeJe concerning a Vegetable found under Ground. In a Let- 
ter from Colonel Bull. 

Dear Sir, 

Read NBr.TPHE inclofed is a copy of a letter from Co- 
urt, 1800. _|_ lonel Bull, a gentleman of refpe&able in- 
formation and veracity, to the late Mr. Rittenhoufe. It 
records a curious fadt, which appears to me to be wor- 
thy of prefervation. You are at liberty to make any 
ufe of it you may think proper. * I fee no good reafon 
to doubt the accuracy of the obfervation. We have abun- 
dant proofs, that many fpecies of animals are capable 
of fubfifting, for a long time, in the bowels of the earth, 
though the furface of the earth appears to be, and no 
doubt is, the natural place of refidence of thefe very ani- 
mals. Why, then, mould we doubt, that the fame fpe- 
cies of vegetables are capable of accommodating them- 
felves to thefe two fituations ? It is never fafc, nor right, 
to draw extenfive inferences from folitary fads, efpeci- 
ally when thofe fadts are fomewhat equivocally related. 
But in fome fciences (I mean thofe which are merely 
fpeculative) conje&ures, however improbable or feeble, 
cannot do much harm. Perhaps many of thofe impref- 
fions of vegetables upon flate, free-ftone, coal, and other 
ftony matters, which are fo abundantly difrufed through 
the earth, are the impreffions of vegetables which have 
pajfed through all the fl ages of their exiftence in the bow- 
els of the earth. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your fincere friend, 

BENJAMIN SMITH BARTON. 

Mr. Andrew Ellicott. 
Philad. Sept. 27th, 1800. 



VEGETABLE. i6i 

" T TAKE the pleafure of giving you an account of a fin- 
X gular bloflbm, which 1 difcoveredlaft May,* in dig- 
ging of a mill-race, onOpeckon creek,-f- through a rich bot- 
tom of low ground, covered, in general, with well grown 
large timber, of various kinds, particularly oak, poplar, 
and walnut, feveral of which trees are from three to four 
feet through, Handing on the ground through which the 
race was dug. The curiofity is this, that between five and 
fix feet under ground, chiefly a loomy, folid clay, one 
of the diggers difcovered a bloflbm, not in full bloom, 
nearly of the colour of the lilac, which (truck his atten- 
tion. He called me to fee it, not knowing what it could 
be. Upon viewing it, I recollected the form, and told 
the diggers it was the fame kind of blue flower, which 
had grown upon the furface of the ground adjacent, and 
was then faded. In order to prove it, I defired one of 
the men to dig up the root of the one under ground, 
arid the one upon the furface, which, upon exami- 
nation, proved to be the very fame kind. The body 
of earth where the plant was found muft have been form- 
ed perhaps fome centuries, by reafon of the uncommon 
fize of the timber which it contained, and from which 
the moft heavy part of the mill-timber was procured." 



* The year is not mentioned. 

+ A branch of the river Potomak, in Virginia. 
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